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-Illinois LEND was founded in 2008 funded under 
Combating Autism Act, administered by Maternal and 
Child Health Bureau.

-Since inception, LEND has provided rare educational 
opportunities pertaining to health care to students across 
15 disciplines

-Some of Illinois LEND’s goals include:
-To prepare trainees for leadership roles in their respective fields
-To provide interdisciplinary training emphasizing integration of 
services at local, community or state levels
-To promote cultural competency and family centered care
-To advance knowledge and skills of all child health professionals

-SLP alumni expressed overall positive impact of LEND in 
their current clinical practice. 

-SLP alumni felt very prepared for interdisciplinary team 
work following LEND traineeship and currently work 
with interdisciplinary teams. 

-SLP alumni reported not implementing leadership skills 
from LEND as much as other skills learned in the 
program. 

-Subjective information reported was a very positive 
reflection of this LEND chapter meeting goals for 
advocacy, interdisciplinary team work, and family/patient 
centered health care. 

-Overall this data would suggest LEND does meet several 
of their goals throughout the program, according to SLP 
alumni report. Further investigation into leadership skill 
implementation would be beneficial in the future. 

Conclusion

Q1: Do you currently work with pediatric population? If so, please specify the setting.
-Private therapeutic day school, Early Intervention, Outpatient hospital setting with children    
with ASD, private practice, private practice in home therapy, pediatric hospital 

Q2: Did LEND prepare you for leadership in the field of Speech Pathology? 
Q3: Did LEND prepare you for interdisciplinary team work? 
Q4: Did LEND improve your understanding of health care systems and services? 
Q5: Did LEND prepare you to be an advocate for your patients and people with disabilities? 
Q6: Did LEND prepare you to implement culturally sensitive, family-centered care? 
Q7: Did LEND give you additional knowledge/skills about pediatric health care that your masters 
education did not?
Q8: Currently, how frequently do you work with an interdisciplinary team?  
Q9: How frequently do you implement leadership skills learned from LEND? 

Yes/Always

Somewhat

No/Never

Q10: Please give an example of times you have used skills and knowledge learned in LEND in your health 
career:

- “When advocating for my clients during their transition from our school to the public school system”
- “Viewing the whole child, also family relationships and communication which are so important in EI”
- “In my current role, I often provide inservices and education for staff regarding best practices in   

developmental care in an acute care setting regarding pediatric patients. Using knowledge from an 
interdisciplinary approach based on my LEND experience, I educate primarily on speech-language 
pathology practices but incorporate other developmental practices into my education”

Survey Results

-Retrieve past SLP trainee’s emails and send out survey 
regarding LEND goals and current SLP alumni experiences

-Survey included questions with responses on sliding scale 
from 0 being “no/never”, 50 being “somewhat” and 100 
being “yes/always”. Two subjective questions were included. 

-Surveys were sent to 14 SLP alumni of LEND, 8 responses 
were collected in total 

-Analyze data and draw conclusions regarding past trainee’s 
current use of LEND material and LEND’s effectiveness in 
meeting previously listed goals. 

Methods

Background

What is LEND? The LEND Program for the State of 
Illinois. https://www.illinoislend.org/what-is-lend/. 
Accessed February 28th, 2018.
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-Contact former Speech Pathology LEND trainees and gain 
measurable and subjective information regarding application of 
information learned from LEND  in their current clinical practice

-LEND will acquire important information regarding goals met 
with alumni over past 10 years
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