
IL LEND hosts ASD community 

screening events in Chicago 

Sarah Sobotka, MD, MSCP, 2012-2013 LEND Pediatrics train-

ee, is currently an instructor at the University of Chicago and a 

developmental and behavioral pediatrician at the University of 

Chicago Medicine Comer Children’s Hospital.  

For Dr. Sobotka, it is a privilege to partner with parents in 

supporting their children. In her research, she has had the 

opportunity to learn about the unique and at times heroic 

journey of families of children with medical technology de-

pendency.  Dr. Sobotka is interested in creating efficient and 

effective healthcare service models, which minimize hospitali-

zations and provide support for families, and most importantly enable children with se-

vere disabilities to reach their developmental potentials.  

Dr. Sobotka considers herself fortunate to have completed the IL LEND program early on 

in her Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics Fellowship. “It was the perfect juncture 

to work with colleagues from different disciplines, including family and self-advocates, as 

I started to learn the discipline. As a health professional, we are incredibly impacted by 

policy changes; however, we are not always trained on how to impact these changes. 

Participating in the Disability Policy Seminar and learning from IL LEND faculty helped  

shape my professional understanding of how to advocate for policy change in our local 

and national spheres,” said Dr. Sobotka.   

What’s happening this year? 
 

 31 LEND trainees from 15 different disci-

plines completed the program this year 

 

 IL LEND has a new website and blog.  Let 

us know what you think! 

 

 Have a great idea for our program?       

Contact acharyak@uic.edu or 

rmeza3@uic.edu 

IL Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities | June  2017 

Former Fellow Spotlight 

IL LEND trainees increase ASD awareness during the 

Week of the Young Child  
On April 27th, Amanda 

Wojan, Public Health 

Trainee, Julie Vryhof, Disa-

bility Studies Trainee, and 

our Family Discipline Coor-

dinator, Matie Ovalle, at-

tended the 2017 Commu-

nity Resource Fair in Cice-

ro, Illinois. Organized by 

the All Our kids Network 

(AOK), this yearly event 

brings together pregnant 

women, young children 

(ages 0-5) and their fami-

lies for a day full of educa-

tional activities and re-

sources. This was only one of the multiple events in Cicero during the Week of the Young 

Child, a celebration established by the National Association for the Education of Young 

Children (NAEYC). IL LEND took this opportunity to educate parents about ASD, distribute 

“Learn the Signs. Act Early.” materials, and engage with children through arts and crafts 

activities. 

Earlier in April, our IL 

LEND post-doc, Rob-

in Dodds, organized 

the first ASD commu-

nity screening event 

of the year. The 

event was held at 

the  Spectrum Toy 

Store, located in 

Roscoe Village. The 

screening event was a complete success, with 

5 children being refereed for diagnostic evalua-

tions. A second screening event was held in 

May at El Hogar del Niño, which provides  day-

care and Early Headstart/Headstart in Pilsen.  

IL LEND is working on coordinating two more 

screening events. If your organization is willing 

to host one of these events, or if you know of 

any organizations that may be interested in 

hosting, please contact  Robin  at 

rldodds@uic.edu 
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‘12 - ‘13 LEND class next up to complete 5-yr follow up survey 
IL LEND’s continued funding from the Maternal Child Health Bureau 

depends on trainee follow-up survey responses. Reporting trainee pro-

fessional accomplishments and interdisciplinary work is one of the 

ways the federal government measures how successful a training pro-

gram is. Your response to our survey is critical to maintain our funding.  

In Jan-Feb 2018,  you will receive a unique login and survey  request 

via email. The Follow Up survey, which consists of an online and over 

the phone survey, asks about your professional activities, leadership, 

and interdisciplinary work at 1, 5, and 10 years post-training. Each of 

the surveys take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete and re-

sponses are kept confidential. If you do not receive your unique login 

for the online survey, email your updated contact information to Regina 

(rmeza3@uic.edu).  

We understand that you may be uncomfortable providing personal 

information online or having it stored in a national database; however, 

only IL LEND and a few individuals at AUCD will have access to your 

information and all reporting is done in the aggregate. 

http://lendblog.ahslabs.uic.edu 

You too can blog about upcom-

ing events in your area or new 

policies or developments in 

your discipline . Email achar-

yak@uic.edu if interested. 

Stay Connected! 
Like us www.facebook.com/IllinoisLEND 

For up-to-date LEND activities, trending articles, 

positive disability-related posts; network with IL 

LEND alumni and current trainees 

Network with alumni; view job 

postings 

Join the IL LEND group 

For up-to-date LEND activities, 

trending posts; connect to commu-

nity organizations we follow  

Follow us @IllinoisLEND 
1640 W. Roosevelt Road, Chicago, IL 60608 

Tel: 312-996-8905 | TTY: 312-413-0453 

The Illinois LEND Program is funded Grant Number: 

T73MC11047 by U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-

vices—Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). The 

contents of this product do not necessarily represent the policy of 

DHHS , and should not be assumed as being endorsed by the 

U.S. federal government.  

illinoislend.org 

Sarah Sobotka , MD,  MSPC is a pediatrician and instructor at the Uni-

versity of Chicago. She will be joining IL LEND as the new Associate 

Director and Pediatrics Training Coordinator in the fall. In her role as an 

educator, Dr. Sobotka has had the opportunity to teach and mentor 

young medical professionals, from medical student applicants through 

Developmental-Behavioral Pediatric fellows.  

Christine Escobar-Sawicki, LCSW  is a clinical assistant pro-

fessor in the School of Social Work at the University of Illi-

nois at Urbana-Champaign. She will be joining IL LEND as 

the new Social Work Discipline Coordinator  in the fall. 

Christine has spent most of her career working in the field 

of Forensic Interviewing in Children’s Advocacy Center set-

tings.  

Sharon Donovan, PhD is a Professor and Melissa M. Noel Endowed 

Chair in Nutrition and Health at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign. She will be joining IL LEND as the new Nutrition Discipline 

Coordinator  in the fall.  Dr. Donovan has over 125 peer-reviewed publi-

cations and book chapters and receives grant support from the Nation-

al Institutes of Health (NIH), the United States Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA), and the food and pharmaceutical industry.  

IL LEND Welcomes New Faculty  

The IL LEND Team would like to thank Sandy 

Magaña, PhD, MSW, for her 5  years of ser-

vice as the Social Work Discipline Coordina-

tor. Dr. Magaña has accepted a new position 

as Professor in Autism and Neurodevelop-

mental Disabilities in the School of Social 

Work at the University of Texas at Austin. We 

wish her the best in her new journey!  

Farewell, Dr. Magaña! 


