
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAME: HALLIE JOHNSON 
DISCIPLINE: APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS  

Past/current experiences working in the field of disabilities:  
I have a variety of experiences working with individuals with disabilities.  The first experience I had 
working with individuals with disabilities were volunteer experiences I had.  While volunteering I got to 
engage in game nights and various activities with individuals who had various disabilities.  Some of these 
individuals were non-vocal, some were; some could get around independently, others could not.  I was 
given the amazing opportunity to tailor every activity to fit the needs of the individual and allow them to 
have fun and enjoy themselves in their own unique way, even if it was just being there to listen to their 
stories.  I soon began working as a summer camp counselor for individuals with disabilities.  From that 
point I got to work during the day with children, giving them a summer of a lifetime.  During the 
afternoons and evening I got to work with older teenagers and adults with disabilities doing various 
community activities such as bowling. Bowling was my favorite activity to work, just seeing the 
excitement and how their eyes light up when they knock those pins over.  It was after that work 
experience that I learned about the field of Applied Behavior Analysis.  I started doing ABA therapy with 
kiddos on the autism spectrum and fell in love and continue to work and pursue my education in the 
field.  Every day is filled with doing direct therapy either in home, out in the community, or in a clinic 
setting, working on essential and necessary skills that these children need.  Sometimes progress is slow, 
but watching the individuals master skills and be able to learn and function more independently is the 
most rewarding feeling I could ever ask for.  Whether it be academic skills, mastering a bathroom 
routine, or even being able to vocalize his/her first letter sounds I get the opportunity to help and guide 
these individuals as they grow up to be the best that they can be.   
 
Goals for your LEND training experience:  
The goals for my LEND training experience are to gain a greater understanding and obtain a wider range 
of skills and knowledge about developmental disabilities outside of just autism spectrum disorders and 
my field of Applied Behavior Analysis.  While I have a lot of experience working directly with individuals 
with disabilities, primarily autism, I want to learn more on how I can be a community leader and be a 
better advocate for the clients and families I work with.  Not only this, but I want to learn more about 
the various other fields involved in working with individuals with disabilities.  I have a little experience 
working with speech pathologists and occupational therapists, as well as education in these fields, but 
there is so much more out there that I can learn in order to be a better clinician.  Overall, I want to be a 



more active participant in the community, learn more about my community’s resources, prepare myself 
to be a better advocate and clinician, and educate myself even further in the field of developmental 
disabilities.   
 
What you wish to contribute, in the future, as a professional/family member in the field:  
What I want to contribute to this field is my passion and knowledge for working with individuals with 
developmental disabilities.  From this experience, if I can share and use the knowledge and expertise I 
gain to help others in any way that I can then I am being successful.  Often times families and caregivers 
struggle with knowing what to do, or what the next step is, or where to even go for support and 
assistance.  I want to be able to be a leader and guide anyone who is need of help to find the resources, 
support, or whatever it may be in order to help them.  If I can contribute my knowledge to help those in 
not only my community but anywhere, then I am doing exactly what I feel called to do and the LEND 
training experience would be one of the most valuable experiences I could have.     

 


